
 
 

  

  

 

  

 



   



Deaf Aotearoa wish to honour Stephanie 

Āwheto after the news of her passing – 

Stephanie was a pioneering trilingual 

interpreter and advocate for the Turi Māori 

community. 

 

This year, she was honoured with the 

prestigious Te Panekiretanga o te Reo 

Rotarota award, recognising her lifetime of 

service. 

 

Stephanie’s lifelong dedication to bridging 

communication gaps between NZSL, te reo 

Māori, and English began with her work 

alongside the late Patrick Wikiriwhi 

Thompson. 

 

She became Aotearoa New Zealand’s first trilingual interpreter and tirelessly 

supported Turi Māori, providing access to cultural ceremonies and significant 

national events. 

 

Stephanie also mentored new interpreters, developed Māori sign concepts, and 

played a crucial role in the relationships between SLIANZ and Māori NZSL 

interpreters. 

 

Her legacy will be remembered and honoured. Kua haere ia ki tōna moenga 

roa. 

 

Stephanie will be at her marae at Oeo, Taranaki. 

 

 

  

https://u12459169.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.lqwx-2BnUgw-2FpD1jSF6NlAyMI2KdvKwsneLf8E28M9MjVYz084BO8REdFRxqD-2Bf-2B8ZHVu0wvY5-2FWnWqHZAcV4WTh1ssdGswlw-2FK5rvvyKIsy-2B-2Fyaohh0Tqc8FSRG4ZOf4SwtrCUGYb7uNrHRWoCNUeNBLeomNkvf1TSy1UxXUy2CSVAHocScLwVPPhNI1jkMrY-3-R_A3nRQoop3xGTTNLdbAlLJVQgqnWjCLj8LlrDhB09Euyubua-2FuPaQcsy-2B06CiIglrX-2BfShWCb2mvqa9zBW55ajHoltcbR4sF2ilAgAEFOHMDC0Qh7pCNWq2iuLccZgXKE8SGSDkHkF9uQVKQZ1DYZhujwqjZ6neYF23JPeieOrHrWUd9cJsSNSMjf43vrDjhKNgK2pjgRD0a-2BHAh7SktapwP4IKEzSN-2FDOET6YZ-2BDqpU-3D


  

Stephanie with her Te Panekiretanga o te Reo Rotarota award at the NZSL 

Awards 2024 
 



  

 

 

 
 

 

Stephanie presents evidence at the Waitangi Tribunal  

 

 

"Stephanie Awheto was the first, and now, 

one of few trilingual interpreters in Aotearoa 

New Zealand. We were fortunate to have 

her participate in last year’s wānanga with 

whānau hauā, tāngata turi and tāngata 

kapo – where she talked about the 

importance of trilingual interpreters. 

This week Stephanie presented evidence at the Waitangi Tribunal Health Services 

and Outcomes Inquiry (Wai 2575)." 

 

Royal Commission of Inquiry into Historical Abuse in Care 

 
 

https://u12459169.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.lqwx-2BnUgw-2FpD1jSF6NlAyMI2KdvKwsneLf8E28M9MjVYz084BO8REdFRxqD-2Bf-2B8ZHVu0wvY5-2FWnWqHZAcV4WTh1ssdGswlw-2FK5rvvyKIsy-2B-2Fyaohh0Tqc8FSRG4ZOf4S0jdk2dCwSlFQqdVFBQC8BmxPnhN-2BC1jrtNd-2BS-2B4SridJbCMS-2FMPLrMfhRIEypwBACMhp83F1Pzrd3-2BJ4GekBV-2Fd6mDDbaxu0Ef3kCTwCLSg-3Dw_gS_A3nRQoop3xGTTNLdbAlLJVQgqnWjCLj8LlrDhB09Euyubua-2FuPaQcsy-2B06CiIglrX-2BfShWCb2mvqa9zBW55ajP4agjFz3x6KauTgda-2FeQC9IOZdI70TRI4QtesrWlQ8VOXR8VE-2FuQHlMlpqV3kRwROharm1CE3CrFvbfL6yaAUZ3SjWunyQxnyfMNTS8X3My42GGgLlgeUZlYWYlvTy5AoOyLcWk2RrU82WftvTvEkY-3D


'Disheartening' lack of trilingual interpreters for Māori Deaf  
"As Aotearoa gets ready to celebrate Te 

Wiki o Te Reo Māori, those who work with 

Māori Deaf are “disheartened” by the failure 

to train more trilingual translators. 

 

Stephanie Awheto is one of the few people 

in New Zealand who are fluent in all three official languages. She told Q+A that “for 

any Māori to know who they are, to have a sense of belonging, is really important, 

and that’s no difference for Māori deaf”." 

 

Q+A (1News) 

 

 

  
 

Whānau mourn as Māori sign language pioneer Stephanie Awheto 
dies  

 

 

"Stephanie Awheto, New Zealand’s first 

trilingual interpreter, has died of cancer. 

 

Awheto devoted her career to ensuring the 

Māori deaf community was connected to te 

ao Māori by being its eyes and ears through 

tikanga processes on marae. 

 

She was a passionate and dedicated leader throughout her 30-year career. 

 

In 2021, Awheto was diagnosed with stage 4 breast cancer, taking to social media to 

highlight the struggles and to mark the milestones. 

 

Awheto was relentless in her advocacy, highlighting the issue of the lack of trilingual 

interpreters in Aotearoa." 
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Te Ao Māori News 

 
 

Stephanie Awheto on SignDNA  
Want to see more of Stephanie in action? 

Check out SignDNA. Link in the picture. 
 

   

 

  

 

 

Full access and participation for 

Deaf in Aotearoa / New Zealand 

 

  
 

GENERAL ENQUIRIES 

Phone: 0800 33 23 22  

Email: hello@deaf.org.nz  

Freetext: 8223  
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