
 

  

Welcome to 2025!! 

We hope you had a chance to slow down and enjoy a break during the summer 
holiday period and Christmas festivities. With January drawing to a close, the 
school terms are about to kick off for a new year. Our first Board face-to-face will 
be held in early February. The board is looking forward to setting the years 
priorities and developing our key strategic objectives, conference dates, and keep 
our organisation running well. If you have any ideas, please let us know! You can 
read who our Board representatives are here (or send us an email!), and they are 
also listed on the PVI Website. 

  

  
  

Carer Support and NASC assessments 

Carers NZ has provided the following answers for families on Carer Support 
and NASC reviews:  

  

CARER SUPPORT: Yes, you can use this to pay someone in your household for 
relief care; you can use it to pay someone aged 14+ (not 18+); and you can use it 
for relief care while you are working outside the home. In Auckland incorrect 
communication from the NASC confused some families. The system hasn’t 
reverted to those old rules. Keep claiming as above even if you were given the 
wrong information. If in doubt, talk to the NASC. 

  

NASCs should not tell you they are only allocating support for disabled people 
with high/complex needs. This is not government policy. You should not be told 
that there is a cap on Carer Support allocations. That's not how the policy works. 

https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4P3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3p0W6MMCgZ692MqmVxmLR993Np1DW2bsq5k54ftRJW7wnMxM5B30FTW87TgR24XJs9SW1M-59P4kRpkgW2PSynN8T6FgBW4PgZm-3lH5PpW3m8hz96FYPmVW1t2WZ8967rwjW1095ys63hX-CW7BT1qZ1BNn5fW3R3HF98078MrW41-3PW4gJ0syW5TvnCS5WTlJqW8n0p_24HSnX_W42fBpz8613vLW33LF1X8-sWNzW5wfdc-1thGXmW57PfwX2hJ9q_W673KPS84vW3nW1KCnS07C7gtzf3509K804
mailto:rgraham@pvi.org.nz
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4P3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3kzVLL_HR8K02p9W4R5szJ4PP3JCW267f3F5-v0RGMGLJvS2kGqkVJYmHt6Rs57cW8XvTcf3M_CG0W7zlyNx6-gSqrW51DqG02RDGSWW5SxtL06RCmGtW8Q1M-H59BNX2W8mjYTv7phpzyW725M2j7tWKSwW890c5y6HWKV1W7XPB-J16r2ppVktfJh2G6FM-W7v4NGg8pbzRgN3s0TXNFv4x4W3Ghwpb7W4MQLW7KdxsD3C-SXHW22nMsV6XZxm7W1-310X2q62mbW8v17DN1XvQm-f6tfzQT04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4P3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3mJW72XsDv6bXwsvW54fk808yyNqxN3jCqsV7nd0kW4hfmhT7BwPM9W5gQm7J3jSHncW8KBt1x2nZvJSW3hzw686y60GJW1dycf27_zTf3W6sS9vb6Zygj3W3npYMd81byGlW4WTk6M7f8MhPW5WFdZy5nD0ckW5vpqrd5L8sYQW7_2WXQ5vpdrXW9bJJ263lYjpjW6j-DHF3tvg8xW7f_yPB8KQQgrW7DNyf23ByqZhW7zfXrZ4Jq3QMW2trb9B7PwFtJW894wN32spPfZW4dhr4Z9591V0f3CsBzW04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy543m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3nXW2D1lwQ17r3NYN6mvMGVccLgwW9ftRrt4PvD9nW7g054L8r-1K5W2_hN7j7xWtS8W8y0sy248gwtDN3WsMbnTKgTXW5Pq_vv2tsJv_VHCYGh3B4Mt-W25cKpj8NN_G4W5dFJYm64cCGWN9fB1hJwPjg6W6NW_SN8zSP60W26sb678HBtLjW3_cw6k8H2M5LW1SqdWH659YNhW13hDXw7GBWtfN10bGySVWmgRW2D2tyn73FzsTV1lmFF1jW7HCW4QwR1S7fg42SW7cN8ZP6g9qKmW3t81-v8xCsDGW7z9nYv6fpcbkf52nzj804


If this happened to you, please message Carers NZ as they are running point on 
these issues. 

  

Some reviews and assessments have resulted in disabled people receiving less 
support than in the past. This is because allocations are being made consistent 
across New Zealand for similar needs. NASCs all have the authority to look at 
your individual situation – for example, there may be reasons why you need more 
support than the allocation given to others with similar needs. NASCs have been 
told they have to allocate within a finite budget in the current financial year to the 
end of June 2025. If you are concerned about your review or assessment then 
please let Carers NZ know (DM, email, or phone 0800 777 797) and they will try to 
help clarify and can escalate issues as needed. 

  
  

January advocacy  

This year there were several legislative Bills coming into Select Committee that 
have potential to impact on our families in less-than-helpful ways. PVI drew on 
our position statements, key values, and constitution, as well as core documents 
like the Bill of Rights Act, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities, New Zealand Disability Strategy, and Enabling Good Lives 
Principles in making the following submissions: 

• BLVNZ/RNZFB policies up for renewal 

• Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi Bill 

• Oranga Tamariki (Responding to Serious Youth Offending) Amendment Bill 

• Responding to Abuse in Care Legislation Amendment Bill 

• Social Security Amendment Bill 

• Regulatory Standards Bill 

https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy543m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3llN802BcKHf9s6W1FQ4jw8JqNxPW5k8F7z6QJTyVW4TmwmN7p-LNsW35ztlf18ZFN_W1rCNr56Y7ZP2W7T-L1J4ClzlYMKq2XngTkyxW5t5RCT52kLR5W8dv9X612nN2_W5th5QZ3kvtRjN69wLd56p-7dW5JKRmZ36YyXlW4rvhhX1-H9fsW3z1cbj5wQGL1W3TnqFL4XBKjQW5kqBwb4QTl3wW2H1G5J5nh_CHMMMycw8g7fYW41DvLx83k9kDW8yhFsD7nWQ5lW4LnFnv5YvvHlW59Kvh66JRXJxW1j-kPB3W3Lncf5_GH2d04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy543m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3nyW6YHG_L5-PQx5N3n836m2SSzqN1sJKW8cFsv8W4qLyK18vblzKW6mMGfq4nDTD8W7YbXBD3prCJnW5H7cPf7YL7fvW71sbDF42FDYnW8ftj8j7Y9wHmW5gl7bJ5MV4dXW48ZbyJ3fxYtwN7XSqsydp8RpN4cZW5-XFkt7W5LshWP1n2mSFW66Szkj4kPzgMN44hwzbf53H3W6r1Hqg3stFHCW8Wn7qc83TV4LW9km0h697VsDxW67tWLf5MSMStW17f9gN2B0L7pW1R39Mf8G0-lVW1dP2N23f-wHyW563Rt-46TlV2f6tvPRj04
mailto:centre@carers.net.nz
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4b5kBVqW5BWr2F6lZ3mWW7M6pSN1MwcqFW37mRGr4ddgGgW5LcSsM3H3w2DW2-RGvp2H5sLZW5zFFJq3fTdGNW6P7RH13rGmQ7W7NW7sC17GgjnM7n2FH6rMytVhgD1H1rCpL5W2GHxtX2ygtvDN6W-BJ2y4HpMW27_Bf32qkC5RW4Vkk1m2g2TK4VhxCJy4n-l10N7NzVwlYmB8mVPhcrD7-RC7NW2mKGHN3kZ6M2W6WFxhM5WwMGDW7jFPlh2_xKLkW4cXQCY7VT7qWN8lDvny4bCHyW5BZ_4579HqXhW6LccLC9bG3rQW8JV22h6TY3RlW1xH2Qz6LBFXyW2DgnGR4m4lG2W8k5kDR2XQJ2rW5jMsFd4yGk5gVVcWBp5l0zJQW5BMPcq8K4NYkW8Z_Vmt8wy1BfW3cfCFl6bd-XVW70L1Nj3WwcL9VPhrln2Qkdmff55d0Nb04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4v5kBVqW69t95C6lZ3k_W13tfQb3QQ7YbW90gx3N3k27yQVZ1k4h2V-6-mN4ClCnY3ghVSVcRknd2Tpp1WW5LJPPZ5xlK96W8l1rkQ1SXfdMW77l_Rm1kRTyRN5Tlsd55hNpKW4zmRDt2V9RpTW14cD-D29jy3PW7WCmyd3X8dDxW6f7J0w42xFYPW8XYhtW7s_2STVn0s5c7tl-CwW3qlzpf7BzJ_rW2gCL8P93fHQ4W4LsnHH47tJXtW8y-00N81FMBkVrwR3-9fCHvzV74rbT8Hwc-HN7d-3vQSqQ9SN9f_3v2WJywSW1RZvWW4xcglKW87Hf6M7Q9cHTVdv6sw8sFhdxW8rJ89_3h9T7dW2Sb--G71LxN4N9hNNBP30sB_W2nPbG78fS-tjW4RvcNs4jpGtHW7hJDjB4qxXGKW98N9Lb5z69sQN5dQvWxcXprFW4y2mDB1t52KqVnmFWY1p8bgWf89xg_P04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4v5kBVqW69t95C6lZ3mkN3NzvnRvPtvTW2fvZ0s7h9Xh9W8KGZDZ2RYVgBW85-Ck33Yz6DTW8qQqKD2-Y87fW24D95r5tk4VvW41nKl73XC4tgN6Q7-w-78QW2W7x733r2JQRldW2G-_vk6V6lDcW7cP1tV2FLQksW51Z3rW89F35rW27ZFZg3klCNmW4r4FCD3f0vbWVkKWGL2D9zsQW6rrdtp1lTCBsW8sX_gT8zJ-z3W82zP2-7qLw5yW9fNKgB43VWL6W7-T3q16XqcJNN22g9s7ZYPgCTzqvM677v0GW2RPVp-2DJtYSN1nHNMX-sVr2W6ZLjbp3Q7DP5N5cbR9FN47wMW5-3KDS3nHTPPW2m91XM7Tzp6VN1ZBGpNqVHsnN8nJJYXxMxgdW3MD3vz1CPlmTW20Nrrk3r8pdJW5-63BB4ybGcvMlyZbhfykwYW30gqMJ3pJH_lW8TZ7yb6wypyRf6wTCWC04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4v5kBVqW69t95C6lZ3n4W1cF76s7MY1K9W5pRLf55MnV29W5RPJRF6QhDg0W1xxFrM47wsPfN6qdZTCWph7pW2z5xMx6bvn9JW5R9F085hM2vTW6L0P927BSY2vW8vHpmV29Cq0nW73C3vv3BBj2bW6x8mhC3BJC-sW6vY6zQ5MJ2W9W71xxRF7XQP9sW24Z-8L3qp0f2W4vS23z6Bc8xlW7GS3C27tKmsLW146QRH1gqh31W2CD2dj62d17JVvl8tj967W76W3nkTWy7vG141W1PHb6v63JVtdW7fxDB96G2m68W4WxRmM2w-Z3XW7JWSP24zV1wsW6qhx297HlmdBF2CPzn9crfRW98xSWQ92FwX4W7tRT808YTGjwW4fFwlm8-fwR9W51THnY7W6jjkW2Tl8lv20V0KfW6kv7CK4c3ZR5W2L9qmx4NRP7pW3WrL8j4Jj-msW9fNy3S1DnXxTW1wTybF3w9QdTf1ggwP804
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4v5kBVqW69t95C6lZ3ndW82gVMY3DP-dDN24J5vBFcKRLW5w-z2B4K4_-9W6qlkb93J36qnW7GHppp6G1jQ1W3tGX9Z4wQt1pW83_BVw8QJF5BW8Bc8C65v-nNPW1pj_8v1v5f5mW4yDVP05GpYX7W6k2TQ63rG-hbW1p4ZJn4C1jn3MQysg9ldpm5W7X1zJr40Ss8tN467-Z7sNPw4W5NxrsM3rT9lNN1LNkgcQg7LqW6NwCPK3FkSgBW3rQy1-38vH2dW8gKdry25WjbjW64M-xt6DmjN5W6PX95M29D-NhW1V8LSN5nF8kRW1G6gl94vc7dvW90pSzn3gFdvdW5Pd0jn87b_1GW1CFNSG3k93QzW70Qx_b6pKLwFW1BZSLg5y1Dz0N71jtSK7ljqdW2t5jqF5W9WJCW6Wh2hl7L0sqTN60xvR1JtdnlVkl2sJ655fVsW1f3mQV3kPFbNW55Gb234v7jWPf78q62d04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy5-3m2ndW95jsWP6lZ3lXW2pl8k68JSbrfW6TNNzb7hB0J-W76l2Hy73Jx2lW1HwxQh1pg6plN1dhd0NLxpQ4W5c0MvY8VHhPQW227bGF4YcYGQN4b9HFVjbb9NW95v14s1GHN18W8lkmjH6cbgLXW7RTL0N6qSJ0WW5lqBFL4GtHmvW6NpDXN4Pnsj0W37y4Pz4_DF3nW2h5ny-3PmTzPVrFJCD5lkh-QW8cHYcM3RmhL8W1qvml68g0CtkW6SYT4x33-FX3W65z5Fp9j6pG6W35N2WG8mmFVlW32Bfvj5-MYYDW5by9Xw2_pnyJW71mG558c7CcdW2C27W54GzwLbN8hbrWKmN09NW3n2xvQ6xX7TjN7lls7rKmv-LW68nDBY9hgQKDW2JnjL070GBPgf7yp7r204


 

  
  

A new school year can bring new challenges. Below are a few useful 
education-related links: 

• What is an IEP (Individual Education Plan)? This is a plain language guide 
from Parent to Parent - with handy links to additional information 
included.  

• What services are available from Blind and Low Vision Education Network 
NZ (BLENNZ)? See this overview from BLENNZ. 

• Download the Vision Book – My Child, Our Journey. This is a great resource 
with information for families and whānau about children who are blind, 
deafblind or have low vision. It was published in 2014 by the Ministry of 
Education in partnership with the Ministry of Health, BLENNZ and Blind 
Low Vision, and much of the information remains useful and relevant. 

• An easily readable blog about navigating visual fatigue, environmental 
barriers, and school attitude solutions here. 

• The Ministry of Education's Inclusive Education site has a list of local and 
national agencies that provide educational support and services.  

• The Perkin's School for the Blind has a wealth of information and teaching 
resources across a range of educational topics. 

https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy5n3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3l8W3V3mBw5gcLYGW2s-brk2HVB9RW4VjXGH1CqG4fW6_mWnv4MKLC9W739HfF3vcxcYW2DXPlN7T2b9ZW2SmWHD6LHt_nW17XMsC7vFmhdW8JgDyH9j6-tNW3bMkf93KTpPxW8QX2zh4wCP38N416rWYGfFqdW3jcswW7DCMC1N2tPnVNzGvKSW7lgbPD4mNRYgV-jNYC25YWJcW2N3l7623214QW3C1-PN71hvM1W1x_9H18W3dh6W8tZ6db2yYxCJW46x-rq4KFfJHW95Mdrx949lxcVCZrJg7-ZZsCW47JzJp45RxYGW9213xn2JJqhnW49k7Yd8p7K6rf1FXCLT04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy5-3m2ndW95jsWP6lZ3pQW8YbrjY37f6MdW3rF4YH4z2CNyN63gK57GCMznW6HpT2R2sVLlJW72Qzbh6n9hqlN4_YDkZR4Q_yW9lS0tk8Hdc7HW2z1wfS3PJ8GZW5VwrX763sVWwW7NG0Tj7Z9KKZW7zMV8_5-ZxJ6W7p4VYq9c8k9NW7hRH6V221CbpW3WVz891HSXk9W1pGN7j4VYD--VzmCW96S9kLqW1rh33J5FKjW3W1TdzR84gtP54N8YwjCKbHMfYW5q21dt14PFNCW1tlNfS1mz5jrW3CX8Jx8My-vDVmDWx16qC35WW2CmJGV7v1DtcW8c2WbJ2Ykb8BW63WJb14Nnq9gN6h1ZfZB92Y1N5jyPbLG0Z6yW3lm-4D7s9zpDW8b5R5V2ST4Lsf1Gkt0n04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy5H3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3ppW86cYs210DRqcW2SDBmK7_mzxkW6LkXXm8ZK19wVKwG7T9jR4KsVm7qQs2YRgB1Vzh7p-4G4WN6W7L8V5n5c3PfYVjbWSc2sgPflW38zB8z2KyddhW3Q-RRM8F1lYTW4tS8tR4YzpGcW8l5xFx50t5yYW751PcM3SYRK1W65YWPN2YymGbVLLV5P2TTw0GMYgkfnPSy5WN83Pj-QNyxXHW5jgXlK7-nJwnW7p4Gqf5-YLQ7N2Jr6F4B37DnN1f-wqF66wqYW48rLFS8H4Yc8MZMJ16PmmJmW5Gl8_57Jz_r1W5Vysts85KrmlW6bqVkj787R67W8yVGHg1C1LksW2vqKPt2lFlBmdd6pGv04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy3W5kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3lRW3Knqg_48BL4DW2WBx0g9bl-NyVk-XZJ3Q45TzW7jqKs01CXTRKW90fW8g5V3rTtW3CXGMS92JKcYN84Tjxr_sn9vW4XKkk83HNg85W7--m7M2TxtBlVD0yS_1n3JbNN6f4kBnkxwdXW7MWDLp3LFGXPW7jD0fc7NFjXSW4HyBcf1nVytzW5k0DLL6_JwgsW8H72Vd1dwVMkVbX9jW6d69-9W58WzfW18QJRpW43G22s1l0Z_PW85Z-MJ9m2qVGW674rQC6Hv9cqW7psT0x3cTVTFW5ZTwVH4SCM6RW37KT2b11m-T0W14PZXR4gW0X5W3m1mXM1zkT6hW12WvJk777zmcW1S_v653Zw5PLTjb3r4h_5lWW4sZRZn5cyWQlW1g4TnK1l4LHjV4jDFx2d3kBgf7Lz7nR04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy3W5kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3mWW1nQkcZ2fYBsVVGNqDb5HVqdyW4ZMKYm8D9y2mVVcbCf3G1KWfVDWcBT3f6N8jW7tQzvz8Kc_yFN8PywkMKSf4mW3yr0Hf4NDB_rW2MwSc38DPTBwW4vBrnC1SCgHlW86Kx3V8KSGh8W1ZP5Ty3p57NZW2KZmrR1FqjPgW81R0Sv44RhRCN1S3FXw5PGlLW6Mn0hG4wLwHHVrZwkR7YktwgW86VZL15Q0hVBW77GrkT5xC_WnW2y_mZQ5YMxgZW2vb1BM4msTbsW65zB6M5zl5gSW1g_JGf3CTWt6W6G9g8d5xcS2vW7-CtCB27KtnCW6FLwNQ2-kT13W5zVTVr1BCcK5VH00yG1PGhg1W2v3-W63jtyhMW1f5wjF8b7sfCW66SDNY8bPWH2W3MZw-J6sS_FXf6BQ03K04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy543m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3pvW6mzmmc42_GJGW7QWKLf1-CqjzW111cBr4HT_6tW8hbZ_K7QLxHKW65Vw638KDGFZW6hYNlm8Xkt7vW6P8kF26Zqzr4VNW-_597SqK0W2vLVgD5tgjFRW5H4kh02yypGjW2WzBhD7b6SQfW4SYYBT12ZN0jVsPDCb5HMsh2N8jwkdCcYn-lW4jDps42RdVkmW2XCl9B1fh3vTW5lq5X17qdXyJN5j7YMdGld9pW6jQxC66R0XFBW4CJZvk6R9V6kW5rsrpj6BwFLpW6mXJ5c6NX8dJW25Hfj220yD57W2tnC-g1pXh83f6HgR-804


  
  

  

Disability Support Services (DSS) have another consultation round coming 

We will keep you posted on how to be involved, what PVI's perspective is, and 
what the DSS staff are wanting to know from disabled people and their whānau 
who receive essential disability support after an assessment from a NASC or EGL 
site 

 

  
  



Thank you for reading 

That's all folks, thank you for getting this far! We will continue to email out 
information and to post news on our Facebook page and in our private Facebook 
group for parents. If you want to support the work that PVI does, you can donate 
via the button below. 

Donate to support PVI  

 

  

Parents of Vision Impaired NZ, PO Box 5629, Frankton, Hamilton, New Zealand 
3204, New Zealand  

Unsubscribe Manage preferences  

  

 

Send free email today  
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