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Welcome to 2025!!

We hope you had a chance to slow down and enjoy a break during the summer
holiday period and Christmas festivities. With January drawing to a close, the
school terms are about to kick off for a new year. Our first Board face-to-face will
be held in early February. The board is looking forward to setting the years
priorities and developing our key strategic objectives, conference dates, and keep
our organisation running well. If you have any ideas, please let us know! You can
read who our Board representatives are here (or send us an email!), and they are
also listed on the PVI Website.

Carer Support and NASC assessments

Carers NZ has provided the following answers for families on Carer Support
and NASC reviews:

CARER SUPPORT: Yes, you can use this to pay someone in your household for
relief care; you can use it to pay someone aged 14+ (not 18+); and you can use it
for relief care while you are working outside the home. In Auckland incorrect
communication from the NASC confused some families. The system hasn’t
reverted to those old rules. Keep claiming as above even if you were given the
wrong information. If in doubt, talk to the NASC.

NASCs should not tell you they are only allocating support for disabled people
with high/complex needs. This is not government policy. You should not be told
that there is a cap on Carer Support allocations. That's not how the policy works.


https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4P3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3p0W6MMCgZ692MqmVxmLR993Np1DW2bsq5k54ftRJW7wnMxM5B30FTW87TgR24XJs9SW1M-59P4kRpkgW2PSynN8T6FgBW4PgZm-3lH5PpW3m8hz96FYPmVW1t2WZ8967rwjW1095ys63hX-CW7BT1qZ1BNn5fW3R3HF98078MrW41-3PW4gJ0syW5TvnCS5WTlJqW8n0p_24HSnX_W42fBpz8613vLW33LF1X8-sWNzW5wfdc-1thGXmW57PfwX2hJ9q_W673KPS84vW3nW1KCnS07C7gtzf3509K804
mailto:rgraham@pvi.org.nz
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4P3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3kzVLL_HR8K02p9W4R5szJ4PP3JCW267f3F5-v0RGMGLJvS2kGqkVJYmHt6Rs57cW8XvTcf3M_CG0W7zlyNx6-gSqrW51DqG02RDGSWW5SxtL06RCmGtW8Q1M-H59BNX2W8mjYTv7phpzyW725M2j7tWKSwW890c5y6HWKV1W7XPB-J16r2ppVktfJh2G6FM-W7v4NGg8pbzRgN3s0TXNFv4x4W3Ghwpb7W4MQLW7KdxsD3C-SXHW22nMsV6XZxm7W1-310X2q62mbW8v17DN1XvQm-f6tfzQT04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy4P3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3mJW72XsDv6bXwsvW54fk808yyNqxN3jCqsV7nd0kW4hfmhT7BwPM9W5gQm7J3jSHncW8KBt1x2nZvJSW3hzw686y60GJW1dycf27_zTf3W6sS9vb6Zygj3W3npYMd81byGlW4WTk6M7f8MhPW5WFdZy5nD0ckW5vpqrd5L8sYQW7_2WXQ5vpdrXW9bJJ263lYjpjW6j-DHF3tvg8xW7f_yPB8KQQgrW7DNyf23ByqZhW7zfXrZ4Jq3QMW2trb9B7PwFtJW894wN32spPfZW4dhr4Z9591V0f3CsBzW04
https://d2d0xd04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2D0Xd04/VVNS7H79ZXsyN393C6lkKpQpW3mxgk35rkpRyN8mSy543m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3nXW2D1lwQ17r3NYN6mvMGVccLgwW9ftRrt4PvD9nW7g054L8r-1K5W2_hN7j7xWtS8W8y0sy248gwtDN3WsMbnTKgTXW5Pq_vv2tsJv_VHCYGh3B4Mt-W25cKpj8NN_G4W5dFJYm64cCGWN9fB1hJwPjg6W6NW_SN8zSP60W26sb678HBtLjW3_cw6k8H2M5LW1SqdWH659YNhW13hDXw7GBWtfN10bGySVWmgRW2D2tyn73FzsTV1lmFF1jW7HCW4QwR1S7fg42SW7cN8ZP6g9qKmW3t81-v8xCsDGW7z9nYv6fpcbkf52nzj804

If this happened to you, please message Carers NZ as they are running point on
these issues.

Some reviews and assessments have resulted in disabled people receiving less
support than in the past. This is because allocations are being made consistent
across New Zealand for similar needs. NASCs all have the authority to look at
your individual situation — for example, there may be reasons why you need more
support than the allocation given to others with similar needs. NASCs have been
told they have to allocate within a finite budget in the current financial year to the
end of June 2025. If you are concerned about your review or assessment then
please let Carers NZ know (DM, email, or phone 0800 777 797) and they will try to
help clarify and can escalate issues as needed.

January advocacy

This year there were several legislative Bills coming into Select Committee that
have potential to impact on our families in less-than-helpful ways. PVI drew on
our position statements, key values, and constitution, as well as core documents
like the Bill of Rights Act, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities, New Zealand Disability Strategy, and Enabling Good Lives
Principles in making the following submissions:

e BLVNZ/RNZFB policies up for renewal

e Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi Bill

e Oranga Tamariki (Responding to Serious Youth Offending) Amendment Bill

e Responding to Abuse in Care Legislation Amendment Bill

e Social Security Amendment Bill

e Regulatory Standards Bill
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A new school year can bring new challenges. Below are a few useful
education-related links:

What is an IEP (Individual Education Plan)? This is a plain language guide
from Parent to Parent - with handy links to additional information

included.

What services are available from Blind and Low Vision Education Network
NZ (BLENNZ)? See this overview from BLENNZ.

Download the Vision Book — My Child, Our Journey. This is a great resource
with information for families and whanau about children who are blind,

deafblind or have low vision. It was published in 2014 by the Ministry of
Education in partnership with the Ministry of Health, BLENNZ and Blind
Low Vision, and much of the information remains useful and relevant.

An easily readable blog about navigating visual fatigue, environmental
barriers, and school attitude solutions here.

The Ministry of Education's Inclusive Education site has a list of local and

national agencies that provide educational support and services.

The Perkin's School for the Blind has a wealth of information and teaching
resources across a range of educational topics.
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Disability Support Services (DSS) have another consultation round coming

We will keep you posted on how to be involved, what PVI's perspective is, and
what the DSS staff are wanting to know from disabled people and their whanau
who receive essential disability support after an assessment from a NASC or EGL

site

Disability
Support
Services

Community consultation coming up:
10 February - 24 March 2025




Thank you for reading

That's all folks, thank you for getting this far! We will continue to email out
information and to post news on our Facebook page and in our private Facebook
group for parents. If you want to support the work that PVI does, you can donate
via the button below.

Parents of Vision Impaired NZ, PO Box 5629, Frankton, Hamilton, New Zealand
3204, New Zealand
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