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Kia ora! This week we are wrapping up the series of Deepen* activations and content, 

presented by Auckland Pride and The D*List, and wanted to share some highlights 

from one of the intimate dinners celebrating an artist, their artistry and their 

community. These intimate, intentional and Covid-19 conscious dinners were an 

antidote to some of the louder and larger-scale Pride events. 
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Photo of Misty and guests mid-convo having a yarn and a laugh. Photo credit: 

Shelley Te Haara. 

Artist Misty Frequency’s (Ngāti Kahungunu, Ngāti Tūwharetoa, Kāi Tahu, Ngā Rauru) 

dinner was a celebration of Takatāpuitanga and neurodivergent experience. Read 

some of the recollections of the night as told by Deepen* curator Pelenakeke Brown 

here, with photos by Shelley Te Haara. 
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Image description: Ari moulds clay in his hands. He is wearing black sunglasses on his 

forehead, a black singlet and silver chain necklaces. Photo credit: Becki Moss. 

D*List kaimahi Beth Awatere has also shared their reflections on the month-long 

Deepen* series, which you can read here. Here’s a snippet: 

“Imagine you are in a room filled with all the people you love. Some of them 

you’ve only just met, but the shared experience of queerness makes it easy to 

laugh and expand your found family… There’s kai, good music and a guide dog in 

the corner making everyone smile. And more importantly, you’ve made it into 

the room. All of the barriers that usually exist have been mitigated.” 

Photographer Becki Moss also captured the night and you can watch a video for that 

here too. 

 

 

 

🎶 Ari and Misty have curated the playlists they designed for their activations, so if 

anyone would like to invite Deepen* into your home or gathering, you can! Check 

out Ari’s playlist here, and Misty’s playlist here.  

📌 SAMS (Standards and Monitoring Services) is hosting a series of hui to grow local 

disability leadership. There are dates for two hui, with exact locations to be 

confirmed.  

• Hawkes Bay: 8, 9, 10 April, 2024 

• West Auckland: 16, 17, 18 April, 2024 

For more information, you can email egl@sams.org.nz and find out more. 

🎨 The IHC Art Awards opens next month and provides artists with a learning 

disability the opportunity to have their talent recognised, their voices heard and to 

sell their work. You can find out how to apply here. Entries are open between 1 - 30 

April. 2024. 

🐝 The Hive is recruiting for its next cohort of young people passionate about the 

decisions being made in government. If you’re aged 16 – 24, keen to share your 
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whakaaro and curious to learn about other people, you can find out more how to get 

involved here. Applications close 15th March. 

🌼 This weekend in Tāmaki Makaurau, Pasifika Festival is being held at Western 

Springs Park. There will be performances, kai and shopping! Check out the Pasifika 

website for more info, including access information. 

Ka kite anō! 

- Olivia Shivas, Editor 
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